
Further Reading for Session 5: Whose Story?  
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 54-67)  
 
II. The Stages of Revelation  
In the beginning God makes himself known  
  
54 "God, who creates and conserves all things by his Word, provides men with constant  
evidence of himself in created realities. and furthermore, wishing to open up the way to  
heavenly salvation - he manifested himself to our first parents from the very beginning."  
He invited them to intimate communion with himself and clothed them with resplendent  
grace and justice.  
  
55 This revelation was not broken off by our first parents' sin. "After the fall, (God)  
buoyed them up with the hope of salvation, by promising redemption; and he has never  
ceased to show his solicitude for the human race. For he wishes to give eternal life to all  
those who seek salvation by patience in well-doing."   
Even when he disobeyed you and lost your friendship you did not abandon him  
to the power of death. . . Again and again you offered a covenant to man.   
  
The covenant with Noah  
56 After the unity of the human race was shattered by sin God at once sought to save  
humanity part by part. the covenant with Noah after the flood gives expression to the  
principle of the divine economy toward the "nations", in other words, towards men  
grouped "in their lands, each with (its) own language, by their families, in their nations".  
  
57 This state of division into many nations, each entrusted by divine providence to the  
guardianship of angels, is at once cosmic, social and religious. It is intended to limit the  
pride of fallen humanity united only in its perverse ambition to forge its own unity as at  
Babel. But, because of sin, both polytheism and the idolatry of the nation and of its  
rulers constantly threaten this provisional economy with the perversion of paganism.   
58 The covenant with Noah remains in force during the times of the Gentiles, until the  
universal proclamation of the Gospel. The Bible venerates several great figures among  
the Gentiles: Abel the just, the king-priest Melchisedek - a figure of Christ - and the  
upright "Noah, Daniel, and Job". Scripture thus expresses the heights of sanctity that 
can be reached by those who live according to the covenant of Noah, waiting for Christ 
to "gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad".  
  
God chooses Abraham  
 
59 In order to gather together scattered humanity God calls Abram from his country,  
his kindred and his father's house, and makes him Abraham, that is, "the father of a  
multitude of nations". "In you all the nations of the earth shall be blessed."   
  
60 The people descended from Abraham would be the trustee of the promise made to  
the patriarchs, the chosen people, called to prepare for that day when God would  
gather all his children into the unity of the Church. They would be the root on to which  



the Gentiles would be grafted, once they came to believe.   
  
61 The patriarchs, prophets and certain other Old Testament figures have been and  
always will be honoured as saints in all the Church's liturgical traditions.  
God forms his people Israel  
  
62 After the patriarchs, God formed Israel as his people by freeing them from slavery in  
Egypt. He established with them the covenant of Mount Sinai and, through Moses, gave  
them his law so that they would recognize him and serve him as the one living and true  
God, the provident Father and just judge, and so that they would look for the promised  
Saviour.   
  
63 Israel is the priestly people of God, "called by the name of the LORD", and "the first  
to hear the word of God", The people of "elder brethren" in the faith of Abraham.  
  
64 Through the prophets, God forms his people in the hope of salvation, in the  
expectation of a new and everlasting Covenant intended for all, to be written on their  
hearts. The prophets proclaim a radical redemption of the People of God, purification  
from all their infidelities, a salvation which will include all the nations. Above all, the  
poor and humble of the Lord will bear this hope. Such holy women as Sarah, Rebecca,  
Rachel, Miriam, Deborah, Hannah, Judith and Esther kept alive the hope of Israel's  
salvation. the purest figure among them is Mary.   
  
III. Christ Jesus -- "Mediator and Fullness of All Revelation"  
  
God has said everything in his Word  
65 "In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets, but in  
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son." Christ, the Son of God made man, is the  
Father's one, perfect and unsurpassable Word. In him he has said everything; there will  
be no other word than this one. St. John of the Cross, among others, commented  
strikingly on Hebrews 1:1-2:  

In giving us his Son, his only Word (for he possesses no other), he spoke  
everything to us at once in this sole Word - and he has no more to say. . .  
because what he spoke before to the prophets in parts, he has now spoken all at  
once by giving us the All Who is His Son. Any person questioning God or  
desiring some vision or revelation would be guilty not only of foolish behaviour  
but also of offending him, by not fixing his eyes entirely upon Christ and by living  
with the desire for some other novelty.  

  
There will be no further Revelation  
 
66 "The Christian economy, therefore, since it is the new and definitive Covenant, will  
never pass away; and no new public revelation is to be expected before the glorious  
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ." Yet even if Revelation is already complete, it 
has not been made completely explicit; it remains for Christian faith gradually to grasp 
its full significance over the course of the centuries.  



  
67 Throughout the ages, there have been so-called "private" revelations, some of which  
have been recognized by the authority of the Church. They do not belong, however, to  
the deposit of faith. It is not their role to improve or complete Christ's definitive  
Revelation, but to help live more fully by it in a certain period of history. Guided by the  
Magisterium of the Church, the sensus fidelium knows how to discern and welcome in  
these revelations whatever constitutes an authentic call of Christ or his saints to the  
Church.  

Christian faith cannot accept "revelations" that claim to surpass or correct the  
Revelation of which Christ is the fulfilment, as is the case in certain nonChristian  
religions and also in certain recent sects which base themselves on such  
"revelations".  

  



From the Psalms  
Psalm 105  
Give thanks to the LORD, invoke his name; make known among the peoples his deeds!   
Sing praise, play music; proclaim all his wondrous deeds!   
Glory in his holy name; rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD!   
Rely on the mighty LORD; constantly seek his face.   
Recall the wondrous deeds he has done, his signs and his words of judgment,   
You descendants of Abraham his servant, offspring of Jacob the chosen one!   
The LORD is our God who rules the whole earth.   
He remembers forever his covenant, the pact imposed for a thousand generations,   
Which was made with Abraham, confirmed by oath to Isaac,   
And ratified as binding for Jacob, an everlasting covenant for Israel:   
"To you I give the land of Canaan, your own allotted heritage."   
When they were few in number, a handful, and strangers there,   
Wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another,   
He let no one oppress them; for their sake he rebuked kings:   
Do not touch my anointed, to my prophets do no harm."   
Then he called down a famine on the land, destroyed the grain that sustained them.   
He had sent a man ahead of them, Joseph, sold as a slave.   
They shackled his feet with chains; collared his neck in iron,   
Till his prediction came to pass, and the word of the LORD proved him true.   
The king sent and released him; the ruler of peoples set him free.   
He made him lord over his palace, ruler over all his possessions,   
To instruct his princes by his word, to teach his elders wisdom.   
Then Israel entered Egypt; Jacob lived in the land of Ham.   
God greatly increased his people, made them too many for their foes.   
He turned their hearts to hate his people, to treat his servants unfairly.   
He sent his servant Moses, Aaron whom he had chosen.   
They worked his signs in Egypt and wonders in the land of Ham.   
He sent darkness and it grew dark, but they rebelled against his word.   
He turned their waters into blood and killed all their fish.   
Their land swarmed with frogs, even the chambers of their kings.   
He spoke and there came swarms of flies, gnats through all their country.   
For rain he gave them hail, flashes of lightning throughout their land.   
He struck down their vines and fig trees, shattered the trees of their country.   
He spoke and the locusts came, grass hoppers without number.   
They devoured every plant in the land; they ravaged the crops of their fields.   
He struck down every firstborn in the land, the first fruits of all their vigor.   
He brought his people out, laden with silver and gold; no stragglers among the tribes.   
Egypt rejoiced when they left, for panic had seized them.   
He spread a cloud as a cover, and made a fire to light up the night.   
They asked and he brought them quail; with bread from heaven he filled them.   
He split the rock and water gushed forth; it flowed through the desert like a river.   
For he remembered his sacred word to Abraham his servant.   
He brought his people out with joy, his chosen ones with shouts of triumph.   
He gave them the lands of the nations, the wealth of the peoples to own,   



That they might keep his laws and observe his teachings. Hallelujah!   
  
Psalm 136  
Praise the LORD, who is so good; God's love endures forever;   
Praise the God of gods; God's love endures forever;   
Praise the Lord of lords; God's love endures forever;   
Who alone has done great wonders, God's love endures forever;   
Who skillfully made the heavens, God's love endures forever;   
Who spread the earth upon the waters, God's love endures forever;   
Who made the great lights, God's love endures forever;   
The sun to rule the day, God's love endures forever;   
The moon and stars to rule the night, God's love endures forever;   
Who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, God's love endures forever;   
And led Israel from their midst, God's love endures forever;   
With mighty hand and outstretched arm, God's love endures forever;   
Who split in two the Red Sea, God's love endures forever;   
And led Israel through, God's love endures forever;   
But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea, God's love endures forever;   
Who led the people through the desert, God's love endures forever;   
Who struck down great kings, God's love endures forever;   
Slew powerful kings, God's love endures forever;   
Sihon, king of the Amorites, God's love endures forever;   
Og, king of Bashan, God's love endures forever;   
And made their lands a heritage, God's love endures forever;   
A heritage for Israel, God's servant, God's love endures forever.   
The LORD remembered us in our misery, God's love endures forever;   
Freed us from our foes, God's love endures forever;   
And gives food to all flesh, God's love endures forever.   
Praise the God of heaven, God's love endures forever.   
  
From the New Testament  
  
The Benedictus (Luke 1:67-79)  
  
Then Zechariah his father, filled with the holy Spirit, prophesied, saying: "Blessed be the  
Lord, the God of Israel, for he has visited and brought redemption to his people. He has  
raised up a horn for our salvation within the house of David his servant, even as he  
promised through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old: salvation from our  
enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, to show mercy to our fathers and to be  
mindful of his holy covenant and of the oath he swore to Abraham our father, and to  
grant us that, rescued from the hand of enemies, without fear we might worship him in  
holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called 
prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give his 
people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the 
tender mercy of our God by which the daybreak from on high will visit us to shine on 
those who sit in darkness and death's shadow, to guide our feet into the path of peace."  



(This translation is taken from the New American Bible)  
 



Acts 7:2-53  
Then the high priest asked, "Is this so?" And he replied, "My brothers and fathers, listen.  
The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham while he was in Mesopotamia, before  
he had settled in Haran, and said to him, 'Go forth from your land and (from) your  
kinsfolk to the land that I will show you.' So he went forth from the land of the  
Chaldeans and settled in Haran. And from there, after his father died, he made him  
migrate to this land where you now dwell. Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even  
a foot's length, but he did promise to give it to him and his descendants as a 
possession, even though he was childless. And God spoke thus, 'His descendants shall 
be aliens in a land not their own, where they shall be enslaved and oppressed for four 
hundred years; but I will bring judgment on the nation they serve,' God said, 'and after 
that they will come out and worship me in this place.' Then he gave him the covenant of 
circumcision, and so he became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth 
day, as Isaac did Jacob, and Jacob the twelve patriarchs.  
  
"And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into slavery in Egypt; but God was with  
him and rescued him from all his afflictions. He granted him favor and wisdom before  
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, who put him in charge of Egypt and (of) his entire 
household. Then a famine and great affliction struck all Egypt and Canaan, and our 
ancestors could find no food; but when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he 
sent our ancestors there a first time. The second time, Joseph made himself known to 
his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to Pharaoh. Then Joseph sent for his 
father Jacob, inviting him and his whole clan, seventy-five persons; and Jacob went 
down to Egypt. And he and our ancestors died and were brought back to Shechem and 
placed in the tomb that Abraham had purchased for a sum of money from the sons of 
Hamor at Shechem.   
  
"When the time drew near for the fulfillment of the promise that God pledged to  
Abraham, the people had increased and become very numerous in Egypt,   
until another king who knew nothing of Joseph came to power (in Egypt).   
He dealt shrewdly with our people and oppressed (our) ancestors by forcing them to  
expose their infants, that they might not survive. At this time Moses was born, and he  
was extremely beautiful. For three months he was nursed in his father's house;   
but when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up as her  
own son. Moses was educated (in) all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in  
his words and deeds.  
  
"When he was forty years old, he decided to visit his kinsfolk, the Israelites. When he  
saw one of them treated unjustly, he defended and avenged the oppressed man by  
striking down the Egyptian. He assumed (his) kinsfolk would understand that God was  
offering them deliverance through him, but they did not understand. The next day he  
appeared to them as they were fighting and tried to reconcile them peacefully, saying,  
'Men, you are brothers. Why are you harming one another?' Then the one who was  
harming his neighbor pushed him aside, saying, 'Who appointed you ruler and judge 
over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?' Moses fled 
when he heard this and settled as an alien in the land of Midian, where he became the 



father of two sons.   
  
"Forty years later, an angel appeared to him in the desert near Mount Sinai in the flame  
of a burning bush. When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he drew 
near to look at it, the voice of the Lord came, 'I am the God of your fathers, the God of  
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob.' Then Moses, trembling, did not dare to look at it. But  
the Lord said to him, 'Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand  
is holy ground. I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt and have heard 
their groaning, and I have come down to rescue them. Come now, I will send you to 
Egypt.'  This Moses, whom they had rejected with the words, 'Who appointed you ruler 
and judge?' God sent as (both) ruler and deliverer, through the angel who appeared to 
him in the bush. This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in the land of 
Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the desert for forty years. It was this Moses who said to 
the Israelites, 'God will raise up for you, from among your own kinsfolk, a prophet like 
me.' It was he who, in the assembly in the desert, was with the angel who spoke to him 
on Mount Sinai and with our ancestors, and he received living utterances to hand on to 
us. "Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him; instead, they pushed him aside and in 
their hearts turned back to Egypt, saying to Aaron, 'Make us gods who will be our 
leaders. As for that Moses who led us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what 
has happened to him.'   
So they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifice to the idol, and reveled in the works  
of their hands. Then God turned and handed them over to worship the host of heaven,  
as it is written in the book of the prophets:   
  

'Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings for forty years in the  
desert, O house of Israel? No, you took up the tent of Moloch and  
the star of (your) god Rephan, the images that you made to  
worship. So I shall take you into exile beyond Babylon.'  

  
"Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the desert just as the One who spoke to  
Moses directed him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. Our ancestors  
who inherited it brought it with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God  
drove out from before our ancestors, up to the time of David, who found favor in the  
sight of God and asked that he might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob. But  
Solomon built a house for him. Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by  
human hands. As the prophet says: 'The heavens are my throne, the earth is my  
footstool. What kind of house can you build for me? says the Lord, or what is to be my  
resting place? Did not my hand make all these things?' "You stiff-necked people,  
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always oppose the holy Spirit; you are just like  
your ancestors. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They put to  
death those who foretold the coming of the righteous one, whose betrayers and  
murderers you have now become. You received the law as transmitted by angels, but  
you did not observe it."   
   
Further reading from the Catechism of the Catholic Church  
  



Catechism of the Catholic Church 758-769  
  
II. THE CHURCH'S ORIGIN, FOUNDATION AND MISSION  
 
758 We begin our investigation of the Church's mystery by meditating on her origin in  
the Holy Trinity's plan and her progressive realization in history.  
 
A plan born in the Father's heart  
 
759 "The eternal Father, in accordance with the utterly gratuitous and mysterious  
design of his wisdom and goodness, created the whole universe and chose to raise up  
men to share in his own divine life," to which he calls all men in his Son. "The Father . . .  
determined to call together in a holy Church those who should believe in Christ." This  
"family of God" is gradually formed and takes shape during the stages of human history,  
in keeping with the Father's plan. In fact, "already present in figure at the beginning of  
the world, this Church was prepared in marvellous fashion in the history of the people  
of Israel and the old Advance. Established in this last age of the world and made 
manifest in the outpouring of the Spirit, it will be brought to glorious completion at the 
end of time."   
 
The Church - foreshadowed from the world's beginning  
 
760 Christians of the first centuries said, "The world was created for the sake of the  
Church." God created the world for the sake of communion with his divine life, a  
communion brought about by the "convocation" of men in Christ, and this  
"convocation" is the Church. the Church is the goal of all things, and God permitted  
such painful upheavals as the angels' fall and man's sin only as occasions and means 
for displaying all the power of his arm and the whole measure of the love he wanted to 
give the world:  

Just as God's will is creation and is called "the world," so his intention is the  
salvation of men, and it is called "the Church."   
The Church - prepared for in the Old Covenant  

 
761 The gathering together of the People of God began at the moment when sin  
destroyed the communion of men with God, and that of men among themselves. the  
gathering together of the Church is, as it were, God's reaction to the chaos provoked  
by sin. This reunification is achieved secretly in the heart of all peoples: "In every nation  
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable" to God.   
 
762 The remote preparation for this gathering together of the People of God begins  
when he calls Abraham and promises that he will become the father of a great people.  
Its immediate preparation begins with Israel's election as the People of God. By this  
election, Israel is to be the sign of the future gathering of All nations. But the prophets  
accuse Israel of breaking the covenant and behaving like a prostitute. They announce a  
new and eternal covenant. "Christ instituted this New Covenant."   
The Church - instituted by Christ Jesus  



 
763 It was the Son's task to accomplish the Father's plan of salvation in the fullness of  
time. Its accomplishment was the reason for his being sent. "The Lord Jesus 
inaugurated his Church by preaching the Good News, that is, the coming of the Reign of 
God, promised over the ages in the scriptures." To fulfill the Father's will, Christ ushered 
in the Kingdom of heaven on earth. the Church "is the Reign of Christ already present in  
mystery."   
 
764 "This Kingdom shines out before men in the word, in the works and in the  
presence of Christ." To welcome Jesus' word is to welcome "the Kingdom itself." The  
seed and beginning of the Kingdom are the "little flock" of those whom Jesus came to  
gather around him, the flock whose shepherd he is. They form Jesus' true family. To  
those whom he thus gathered around him, he taught a new "way of acting" and a prayer  
of their own.   
 
765 The Lord Jesus endowed his community with a structure that will remain until the  
Kingdom is fully achieved. Before all else there is the choice of the Twelve with Peter as  
their head. Representing the twelve tribes of Israel, they are the foundation stones of  
the new Jerusalem. The Twelve and the other disciples share in Christ's mission and his  
power, but also in his lot. By all his actions, Christ prepares and builds his Church.  
 
766 The Church is born primarily of Christ's total self-giving for our salvation,  
anticipated in the institution of the Eucharist and fulfilled on the cross. "The origin and  
growth of the Church are symbolized by the blood and water which flowed from the  
open side of the crucified Jesus." "For it was from the side of Christ as he slept the 
sleep of death upon the cross that there came forth the 'wondrous sacrament of the 
whole Church.'"As Eve was formed from the sleeping Adam's side, so the Church was 
born from the pierced heart of Christ hanging dead on the cross.   
The Church - revealed by the Holy Spirit  
 
767 "When the work which the Father gave the Son to do on earth was accomplished,  
the Holy Spirit was sent on the day of Pentecost in order that he might continually  
sanctify the Church." Then "the Church was openly displayed to the crowds and the  
spread of the Gospel among the nations, through preaching, was begun." As the  
"convocation" of all men for salvation, the Church in her very nature is missionary, sent  
by Christ to all the nations to make disciples of them.   
 
768 So that she can fulfill her mission, the Holy Spirit "bestows upon [the Church]  
varied hierarchic and charismatic gifts, and in this way directs her." "Henceforward the  
Church, endowed with the gifts of her founder and faithfully observing his precepts of  
charity, humility and self-denial, receives the mission of proclaiming and establishing  
among all peoples the Kingdom of Christ and of God, and she is on earth the seed and  
the beginning of that kingdom."   
 
The Church - perfected in glory  
 



769 "The Church . . . will receive its perfection only in the glory of heaven," at the time  
of Christ's glorious return. Until that day, "the Church progresses on her pilgrimage  
amidst this world's persecutions and God's consolations." Here below she knows that  
she is in exile far from the Lord, and longs for the full coming of the Kingdom, when she  
will "be united in glory with her king." The Church, and through her the world, will not  
be perfected in glory without great trials. Only then will "all the just from the time of  
Adam, 'from Abel, the just one, to the last of the elect,' . . . be gathered together in the  
universal Church in the Father's presence."  
  
Catechism of the Catholic Church 702-741  
  
III. God's Spirit and Word in the Time of the Promises  
 
702 From the beginning until "the fullness of time," The joint mission of the Father's  
Word and Spirit remains hidden, but it is at work. God's Spirit prepares for the time of  
the Messiah. Neither is fully revealed but both are already promised, to be watched for  
and welcomed at their manifestation. So, for this reason, when the Church reads the  
Old Testament, she searches there for what the Spirit, "who has spoken through the  
prophets," wants to tell us about Christ.   
 
By "prophets" the faith of the Church here understands all whom the Holy Spirit  
inspired in the composition of the sacred books, both of the Old and the New  
Testaments. Jewish tradition distinguishes first the Law (the five first books or  
Pentateuch), then the Prophets (our historical and prophetic books) and finally the  
Writings (especially the wisdom literature, in particular the Psalms).   
 
In creation  
 
703 The Word of God and his Breath are at the origin of the being and life of every  
creature: It belongs to the Holy Spirit to rule, sanctify, and animate creation, for he is  
God, consubstantial with the Father and the Son.... Power over life pertains to the Spirit,  
for being God he preserves creation in the Father through the Son.   
 
704 "God fashioned man with his own hands [that is, the Son and the Holy Spirit] and  
impressed his own form on the flesh he had fashioned, in such a way that even what 
was visible might bear the divine form."   
The Spirit of the promise  
 
705 Disfigured by sin and death, man remains "in the image of God," in the image of the  
Son, but is deprived "of the glory of God," of his "likeness." the promise made to  
Abraham inaugurates the economy of salvation, at the culmination of which the Son  
himself will assume that "image" and restore it in the Father's "likeness" by giving it 
again its Glory, the Spirit who is "the giver of life."  
 
706 Against all human hope, God promises descendants to Abraham, as the fruit of 
faith  



and of the power of the Holy Spirit. In Abraham's progeny all the nations of the earth  
will be blessed. This progeny will be Christ himself, in whom the outpouring of the Holy  
Spirit will "gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad." God  
commits himself by his own solemn oath to giving his beloved Son and "the promised  
Holy Spirit . . . [who is] the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of  
it."   
  
In Theophanies and the Law  
 
707 Theophanies (manifestations of God) light up the way of the promise, from the  
patriarchs to Moses and from Joshua to the visions that inaugurated the missions of the  
great prophets. Christian tradition has always recognized that God's Word allowed  
himself to be seen and heard in these theophanies, in which the cloud of the Holy Spirit  
both revealed him and concealed him in its shadow.  
 
708 This divine pedagogy appears especially in the gift of the Law. God gave the letter 
of the Law as a "pedagogue" to lead his people towards Christ. But the Law's  
powerlessness to save man deprived of the divine "likeness," along with the growing  
awareness of sin that it imparts, enkindles a desire for the Holy Spirit. the lamentations  
of the Psalms bear witness to this.  
In the Kingdom and the Exile  
 
709 The Law, the sign of God's promise and covenant, ought to have governed the  
hearts and institutions of that people to whom Abraham's faith gave birth. "If you will  
obey my voice and keep my covenant, . . . you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation." But after David, Israel gave in to the temptation of becoming a kingdom  
like other nations. the Kingdom, however, the object of the promise made to David,  
would be the work of the Holy Spirit; it would belong to the poor according to the  
Spirit.  
 
710 The forgetting of the Law and the infidelity to the covenant end in death: it is the  
Exile, apparently the failure of the promises, which is in fact the mysterious fidelity of  
the Savior God and the beginning of a promised restoration, but according to the Spirit.  
the People of God had to suffer this purification. In God's plan, the Exile already stands  
in the shadow of the Cross, and the Remnant of the poor that returns from the Exile is  
one of the most transparent prefigurations of the Church.  
 
Expectation of the Messiah and his Spirit  
 
711 "Behold, I am doing a new thing." Two prophetic lines were to develop, one leading  
to the expectation of the Messiah, the other pointing to the announcement of a new  
Spirit. They converge in the small Remnant, the people of the poor, who await in hope  
the "consolation of Israel" and "the redemption of Jerusalem."   
We have seen earlier how Jesus fulfills the prophecies concerning himself. We limit  
ourselves here to those in which the relationship of the Messiah and his Spirit appears  
more clearly.  



  
  
712 The characteristics of the awaited Messiah begin to appear in the "Book of  
Emmanuel" ("Isaiah said this when he saw his glory," speaking of Christ), especially in 
the first two verses of Isaiah 11:   
 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
and the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,  
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  
 
713 The Messiah's characteristics are revealed above all in the "Servant songs." These  
songs proclaim the meaning of Jesus' Passion and show how he will pour out the Holy  
Spirit to give life to the many: not as an outsider, but by embracing our "form as slave."  
Taking our death upon himself, he can communicate to us his own Spirit of life.  
 
714 This is why Christ inaugurates the proclamation of the Good News by making his  
own the following passage from Isaiah:   
The Spirit of the LORD God is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to  
bring good tidings to the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the broken hearted,  
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who  
are bound; to proclaim the year of the LORD'S favor.  
 
715 The prophetic texts that directly concern the sending of the Holy Spirit are oracles  
by which God speaks to the heart of his people in the language of the promise, with the  
accents of "love and fidelity." St. Peter will proclaim their fulfillment on the morning of  
Pentecost. According to these promises, at the "end time" the Lord's Spirit will renew  
the hearts of men, engraving a new law in them. He will gather and reconcile the  
scattered and divided peoples; he will transform the first creation, and God will dwell  
there with men in peace.  
716 The People of the "poor" - those who, humble and meek, rely solely on their God's  
mysterious plans, who await the justice, not of men but of the Messiah - are in the end  
the great achievement of the Holy Spirit's hidden mission during the time of the  
promises that prepare for Christ's coming. It is this quality of heart, purified and  
enlightened by the Spirit, which is expressed in the Psalms. In these poor, the Spirit is  
making ready "a people prepared for the Lord."   
  
  
IV. The Spirit of Christ in the Fullness of Time  
 
John, precursor, prophet, and baptist  
 
717 "There was a man sent from God, whose name was John." John was "filled with the  
Holy Spirit even from his mother's womb" by Christ himself, whom the Virgin Mary had  



just conceived by the Holy Spirit. Mary's visitation to Elizabeth thus became a visit from  
God to his people.   
 
718 John is "Elijah (who) must come." The fire of the Spirit dwells in him and makes him  
the forerunner of the coming Lord. In John, the precursor, the Holy Spirit completes  
the work of "[making] ready a people prepared for the Lord."   
 
719 John the Baptist is "more than a prophet." In him, the Holy Spirit concludes his  
speaking through the prophets. John completes the cycle of prophets begun by Elijah. 
He proclaims the imminence of the consolation of Israel; he is the "voice" of the 
Consoler who is coming. As the Spirit of truth will also do, John "came to bear witness 
to the light." In John's sight, the Spirit thus brings to completion the careful search of the  
prophets and fulfills the longing of the angels. "He on whom you see the Spirit descend  
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. and I have seen and have 
borne witness that this is the Son of God.... Behold, the Lamb of God."   
 
720 Finally, with John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit begins the restoration to man of "the  
divine likeness," prefiguring what he would achieve with and in Christ. John's baptism  
was for repentance; baptism in water and the Spirit will be a new birth.   
"Rejoice, you who are full of grace"  
 
721 Mary, the all-holy ever-virgin Mother of God, is the masterwork of the mission of  
the Son and the Spirit in the fullness of time. For the first time in the plan of salvation  
and because his Spirit had prepared her, the Father found the dwelling place where his  
Son and his Spirit could dwell among men. In this sense the Church's Tradition has 
often  
read the most beautiful texts on wisdom in relation to Mary. Mary is acclaimed and  
represented in the liturgy as the "Seat of Wisdom."   
In her, the "wonders of God" that the Spirit was to fulfill in Christ and the Church began  
to be manifested:  
722 The Holy Spirit prepared Mary by his grace. It was fitting that the mother of him in  
whom "the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily" should herself be "full of grace." She  
was, by sheer grace, conceived without sin as the most humble of creatures, the most  
capable of welcoming the inexpressible gift of the Almighty. It was quite correct for the  
angel Gabriel to greet her as the "Daughter of Zion": "Rejoice." It is the thanksgiving of  
the whole People of God, and thus of the Church, which Mary in her canticle lifts up to  
the Father in the Holy Spirit while carrying within her the eternal Son.  
 
723 In Mary, the Holy Spirit fulfills the plan of the Father's loving goodness. With and  
through the Holy Spirit, the Virgin conceives and gives birth to the Son of God. By the  
Holy Spirit's power and her faith, her virginity became uniquely fruitful.  
 
724 In Mary, the Holy Spirit manifests the Son of the Father, now become the Son of  
the Virgin. She is the burning bush of the definitive theophany. Filled with the Holy Spirit  
she makes the Word visible in the humility of his flesh. It is to the poor and the first  
representatives of the gentiles that she makes him known.   



 
725 Finally, through Mary, the Holy Spirit begins to bring men, the objects of God's  
merciful love, into communion with Christ. and the humble are always the first to accept  
him: shepherds, magi, Simeon and Anna, the bride and groom at Cana, and the first  
disciples.  
 
726 At the end of this mission of the Spirit, Mary became the Woman, the new Eve  
("mother of the living"), the mother of the "whole Christ." As such, she was present  
with the Twelve, who "with one accord devoted themselves to prayer," at the dawn of  
the "end time" which the Spirit was to inaugurate on the morning of Pentecost with the  
manifestation of the Church.  
Christ Jesus  
 
727 The entire mission of the Son and the Holy Spirit, in the fullness of time, is  
contained in this: that the Son is the one anointed by the Father's Spirit since his  
Incarnation - Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah.   
Everything in the second chapter of the Creed is to be read in this light. Christ's whole  
work is in fact a joint mission of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Here, we shall mention  
only what has to do with Jesus' promise of the Holy Spirit and the gift of him by the  
glorified Lord.  
 
728 Jesus does not reveal the Holy Spirit fully, until he himself has been glorified 
through  
his Death and Resurrection. Nevertheless, little by little he alludes to him even in his  
teaching of the multitudes, as when he reveals that his own flesh will be food for the life  
of the world. He also alludes to the Spirit in speaking to Nicodemus, to the Samaritan  
woman, and to those who take part in the feast of Tabernacles. To his disciples he  
speaks openly of the Spirit in connection with prayer and with the witness they will have  
to bear.   
 
729 Only when the hour has arrived for his glorification does Jesus promise the coming  
of the Holy Spirit, since his Death and Resurrection will fulfill the promise made to the  
fathers. The Spirit of truth, the other Paraclete, will be given by the Father in answer to  
Jesus' prayer; he will be sent by the Father in Jesus' name; and Jesus will send him 
from the Father's side, since he comes from the Father. the Holy Spirit will come and we 
shall know him; he will be with us for ever; he will remain with us. the Spirit will teach us  
everything, remind us of all that Christ said to us and bear witness to him. the Holy  
Spirit will lead us into all truth and will glorify Christ. He will prove the world wrong  
about sin, righteousness, and judgment.  
 
730 At last Jesus' hour arrives: he commends his spirit into the Father's hands at the  
very moment when by his death he conquers death, so that, "raised from the dead by  
the glory of the Father," he might immediately give the Holy Spirit by "breathing" on his  
disciples. From this hour onward, the mission of Christ and the Spirit becomes the  
mission of the Church: "As the Father has sent me, even so I send you."   
 



V. The Spirit and the Church In the Last Days  
Pentecost  
 
731 On the day of Pentecost when the seven weeks of Easter had come to an end,  
Christ's Passover is fulfilled in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, manifested, given, and  
communicated as a divine person: of his fullness, Christ, the Lord, pours out the Spirit in  
abundance.  
 
732 On that day, the Holy Trinity is fully revealed. Since that day, the Kingdom  
announced by Christ has been open to those who believe in him: in the humility of the  
flesh and in faith, they already share in the communion of the Holy Trinity. By his  
coming, which never ceases, the Holy Spirit causes the world to enter into the "last  
days," the time of the Church, the Kingdom already inherited though not yet  
consummated.  
 

We have seen the true Light, we have received the heavenly Spirit, we have  
found the true faith: we adore the indivisible Trinity, who has saved us.   

 
The Holy Spirit - God's gift  
 
733 "God is Love" and love is his first gift, containing all others. "God's love has been  
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us."   
734 Because we are dead or at least wounded through sin, the first effect of the gift of  
love is the forgiveness of our sins. the communion of the Holy Spirit in the Church  
restores to the baptized the divine likeness lost through sin.  
735 He, then, gives us the "pledge" or "first fruits" of our inheritance: the very life of the  
Holy Trinity, which is to love as "God (has) loved us." This love (the "charity" of  1  
Cor 13) is the source of the new life in Christ, made possible because we have received  
"power" from the Holy Spirit.  
 
736 By this power of the Spirit, God's children can bear much fruit. He who has grafted  
us onto the true vine will make us bear "the fruit of the Spirit: . . . love, joy, peace,  
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control." "We live by the  
Spirit"; the more we renounce ourselves, the more we "walk by the Spirit."   
 

Through the Holy Spirit we are restored to paradise, led back to the Kingdom of  
heaven, and adopted as children, given confidence to call God "Father" and to  
share in Christ's grace, called children of light and given a share in eternal glory.   

 
The Holy Spirit and the Church  

 
737 The mission of Christ and the Holy Spirit is brought to completion in the Church,  
which is the Body of Christ and the Temple of the Holy Spirit. This joint mission  
henceforth brings Christ's faithful to share in his communion with the Father in the Holy  
Spirit. the Spirit prepares men and goes out to them with his grace, in order to draw  
them to Christ. the Spirit manifests the risen Lord to them, recalls his word to them  



and opens their minds to the understanding of his Death and Resurrection. He makes  
present the mystery of Christ, supremely in the Eucharist, in order to reconcile them,  
to bring them into communion with God, that they may "bear much fruit."   
738 Thus the Church's mission is not an addition to that of Christ and the Holy Spirit,  
but is its sacrament: in her whole being and in all her members, the Church is sent to  
announce, bear witness, make present, and spread the mystery of the communion of 
the  
 
Holy Trinity (the topic of the next article):  
 

All of us who have received one and the same Spirit, that is, the Holy Spirit, are  
in a sense blended together with one another and with God. For if Christ,  
together with the Father's and his own Spirit, comes to dwell in each of us,  
though we are many, still the Spirit is one and undivided. He binds together the  
spirits of each and every one of us, . . . and makes all appear as one in him. For  
just as the power of Christ's sacred flesh unites those in whom it dwells into one  
body, I think that in the same way the one and undivided Spirit of God, who  
dwells in all, leads all into spiritual unity.   
 

739 Because the Holy Spirit is the anointing of Christ, it is Christ who, as the head of  
the Body, pours out the Spirit among his members to nourish, heal, and organize them  
in their mutual functions, to give them life, send them to bear witness, and associate  
them to his self-offering to the Father and to his intercession for the whole world.  
Through the Church's sacraments, Christ communicates his Holy and sanctifying Spirit  
to the members of his Body. (This will be the topic of Part Two of the Catechism.)  
 
740 These "mighty works of God," offered to believers in the sacraments of the Church,  
bear their fruit in the new life in Christ, according to the Spirit. (This will be the topic of  
Part Three.)  
 
741 "The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought,  
but the Spirit himself intercedes with sighs too deep for words." The Holy Spirit, the  
artisan of God's works, is the master of prayer. (This will be the topic of Part Four.)  
Catechism of the Catholic Church 1333-1344  
 
III. The Eucharist in the Economy of Salvation  
 
The signs of bread and wine  
 
1333 At the heart of the Eucharistic celebration are the bread and wine that, by the  
words of Christ and the invocation of the Holy Spirit, become Christ's Body and Blood.  
Faithful to the Lord's command the Church continues to do, in his memory and until his  
glorious return, what he did on the eve of his Passion: "He took bread...." "He took the  
cup filled with wine...." the signs of bread and wine become, in a way surpassing  
understanding, the Body and Blood of Christ; they continue also to signify the goodness  
of creation. Thus in the Offertory we give thanks to the Creator for bread and wine,  



fruit of the "work of human hands," but above all as "fruit of the earth" and "of the vine"  
- gifts of the Creator. the Church sees in the gesture of the king-priest Melchizedek,  
who "brought out bread and wine," a prefiguring of her own offering.   
 
1334 In the Old Covenant bread and wine were offered in sacrifice among the first fruits  
of the earth as a sign of grateful acknowledgment to the Creator. But they also received  
a new significance in the context of the Exodus: the unleavened bread that Israel eats  
every year at Passover commemorates the haste of the departure that liberated them  
from Egypt; the remembrance of the manna in the desert will always recall to Israel that  
it lives by the bread of the Word of God; their daily bread is the fruit of the promised  
land, the pledge of God's faithfulness to his promises.   
The "cup of blessing" at the end of the Jewish Passover meal adds to the festive joy of  
wine an eschatological dimension: the messianic expectation of the rebuilding of  
Jerusalem. When Jesus instituted the Eucharist, he gave a new and definitive meaning 
to the blessing of the bread and the cup.  
 
1335 The miracles of the multiplication of the loaves, when the Lord says the blessing,  
breaks and distributes the loaves through his disciples to feed the multitude, prefigure  
the superabundance of this unique bread of his Eucharist. The sign of water turned into  
wine at Cana already announces the Hour of Jesus' glorification. It makes manifest the  
fulfillment of the wedding feast in the Father's kingdom, where the faithful will drink the  
new wine that has become the Blood of Christ.   
1336 The first announcement of the Eucharist divided the disciples, just as the  
announcement of the Passion scandalized them: "This is a hard saying; who can listen 
to it?" The Eucharist and the Cross are stumbling blocks. It is the same mystery and it  
never ceases to be an occasion of division. "Will you also go away?": The Lord's  
question echoes through the ages, as a loving invitation to discover that only he has 
"the words of eternal life" and that to receive in faith the gift of his Eucharist is to receive 
the Lord himself.  
  
  
The institution of the Eucharist  
 
1337 The Lord, having loved those who were his own, loved them to the end. Knowing  
that the hour had come to leave this world and return to the Father, in the course of a  
meal he washed their feet and gave them the commandment of love. In order to leave  
them a pledge of this love, in order never to depart from his own and to make them  
sharers in his Passover, he instituted the Eucharist as the memorial of his death and  
Resurrection, and commanded his apostles to celebrate it until his return; "thereby he  
constituted them priests of the New Testament."   
1338 The three synoptic Gospels and St. Paul have handed on to us the account of the  
institution of the Eucharist; St. John, for his part, reports the words of Jesus in the  
synagogue of Capernaum that prepare for the institution of the Eucharist: Christ calls  
himself the bread of life, come down from heaven.   
1339 Jesus chose the time of Passover to fulfill what he had announced at Capernaum:  
giving his disciples his Body and his Blood:  



 
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the passover lamb had to be  
sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and prepare the passover  
meal for us, that we may eat it...." They went ... and prepared the passover. and  
when the hour came, he sat at table, and the apostles with him. and he said to  
them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer; for I  
tell you I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.".... and he  
took bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them,  
saying, "This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  
and likewise the cup after supper, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you  
is the New Covenant in my blood."   

 
1340 By celebrating the Last Supper with his apostles in the course of the Passover  
meal, Jesus gave the Jewish Passover its definitive meaning. Jesus' passing over to his  
father by his death and Resurrection, the new Passover, is anticipated in the Supper 
and  
celebrated in the Eucharist, which fulfills the Jewish Passover and anticipates the final  
Passover of the Church in the glory of the kingdom.  
"Do this in memory of me"  
1341 The command of Jesus to repeat his actions and words "until he comes" does not  
only ask us to remember Jesus and what he did. It is directed at the liturgical  
celebration, by the apostles and their successors, of the memorial of Christ, of his life, of  
his death, of his Resurrection, and of his intercession in the presence of the Father.   
  
  
1342 From the beginning the Church has been faithful to the Lord's command. of the  
Church of Jerusalem it is written:  
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the  
breaking of bread and the prayers.... Day by day, attending the temple together  
and breaking bread in their homes, they partook of food with glad and generous  
hearts.   
 
1343 It was above all on "the first day of the week," Sunday, the day of Jesus'  
resurrection, that the Christians met "to break bread." From that time on down to our  
own day the celebration of the Eucharist has been continued so that today we  
encounter it everywhere in the Church with the same fundamental structure. It remains  
the center of the Church's life.  
 
1344 Thus from celebration to celebration, as they proclaim the Paschal mystery of  
Jesus "until he comes," the pilgrim People of God advances, "following the narrow way  
of the cross," toward the heavenly banquet, when all the elect will be seated at the table  
of the kingdom.  
 


