Further Reading for Session 6: Who are we?

From the General Directory for Catechesis (230-232)

230. The catechetical activity of the laity also has a proper character which is due to their condition in
the Church: "their secular character is proper and peculiar to the laity". (182) The laity engage in
catechesis on the basis of their insertion in the world, sharing all the demands of humanity and bringing
to the transmission of the Gospel specific sensitivity and nuances: "this evangelization, that is, the
proclamation of Christ by word and the testimony of life, acquires a specific property and peculiar
efficacy because it is accomplished in the ordinary circumstances of the world". (183) Indeed by sharing
the same form of life as those whom they catechize, lay catechists have a special sensitivity for
incarnating the Gospel in the concrete life of men and women. Catechumens and those receiving
catechesis can find in them a Christian model for their future as believers.

231. The vocation of the laity to catechesis springs from the sacrament of Baptism. It is strengthened by
the sacrament of Confirmation. Through the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation they participate in
the "priestly, prophetic and kingly ministry of Christ". (184) In addition to the common vocation of the
apostolate, some lay people feel called interiorly by God to assume the service of catechist. The Church
awakens and discerns this divine vocation and confers the mission to catechize. The Lord Jesus invites
men and women, in a special way, to follow him, teacher and formator of disciples. This personal call of
Jesus Christ and its relationship to him are the true moving forces of catechetical activity. "From this
loving knowledge of Christ springs the desire to proclaim him, to 'evangelize,’ and to lead others to the
'Yes' of faith in Jesus Christ". (185) To feel called to be a catechist and to receive this mission from the
Church acquires different levels of dedication in accordance with the particular characteristics of
individuals. At times the catechist can collaborate in the service of catechesis over a limited period or
purely on an occasional basis, but it is always a valuable service and a worthy collaboration. The
importance of the ministry of catechesis, however, would suggest that there should be in a Diocese a
certain number of religious and laity publicly recognized and permanently dedicated to catechesis who,
in communion with the priests and the Bishop, give to this diocesan service that ecclesial form which is
proper to it. (186)

Various types of catechists particularly necessary today

232. The figure of the catechist in the Church, has different modes, just as, the needs of catechesis are
varied.

— "The catechists in missionary countries", (187) to whom this title is applied in a special way:
"Churches that are flourishing today would not have been built up without them". (188) There are those
who have the "specific responsibility for catechesis”; (189) and there are those who collaborate in
various forms of apostolate. (190)

— In some Churches of ancient Christian tradition but where there is a shortage of clergy, there is need
for catechists in some way analogous to those of missionary countries. This requires confronting urgent
needs: the community animation of small rural populations deprived of the constant presence of a priest,
the helpfulness of a missionary presence "in areas of large cities". (191)

— In countries of Christian tradition which require a "new evangelization" (192) the catechist for young
people and the catechist for adults become indispensable, in promoting the process of initiatory
catechesis. The catechists must provide for continuing catechesis. In such tasks the role of the priest is



equally fundamental.

— The catechist for children and adolescents continues to be indispensable. This catechist has the
delicate mission of giving "the first notions of catechism and preparation for the sacrament of Penance,
for First Communion and Confirmation”. (193) This responsibility is all the more pressing today if
children and adolescents "do not receive adequate religious formation within the family". (194)

— A catechist who must also be formed is the catechist for pre-sacramental encounter, (195) for adults
on occasions such as the Baptism or the First Holy Communion of their children or the celebration of the
sacrament of Matrimony. It is a specific and original task comprising the welcome of the faithful, of
primary proclamation to them and of accompanying them on the journey of faith.

— Other catechists urgently needed in delicate human situations include catechists for the old (196) who
need a presentation of the Gospel adapted to their condition; for handicapped or disabled people who
require a special pedagogy, (197) in addition to their total integration into the community; for migrants
and those marginalized by the evolution of modern society. (198)

— Other types of catechists may also be advisable. Every local Church, by analysing her own cultural
and religious situation, will discover her own needs and will realistically foster those kinds of catechists
which she needs. The organization and orientation of the formation of catechists is a fundamental
responsibility.

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church

888 Bishops, with priests as co-workers, have as their first task "to preach the Gospel of God to all
men," in keeping with the Lord's command. They are "heralds of faith, who draw new disciples to
Christ; they are authentic teachers" of the apostolic faith "endowed with the authority of Christ.”

889 In order to preserve the Church in the purity of the faith handed on by the apostles, Christ who is the
Truth willed to confer on her a share in his own infallibility. By a "supernatural sense of faith" the

People of God, under the guidance of the Church's living Magisterium, "unfailingly adheres to this

faith."

890 The mission of the Magisterium is linked to the definitive nature of the covenant established by God
with his people in Christ. It is this Magisterium's task to preserve God's people from deviations and
defections and to guarantee them the objective possibility of professing the true faith without error.
Thus, the pastoral duty of the Magisterium is aimed at seeing to it that the People of God abides in the
truth that liberates. To fulfill this service, Christ endowed the Church's shepherds with the charism of
infallibility in matters of faith and morals. the exercise of this charism takes several forms:

891 "The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, enjoys this infallibility in virtue of his office,
when, as supreme pastor and teacher of all the faithful - who confirms his brethren in the faith he
proclaims by a definitive act a doctrine pertaining to faith or morals.... the infallibility promised to the
Church is also present in the body of bishops when, together with Peter's successor, they exercise the
supreme Magisterium," above all in an Ecumenical Council. When the Church through its supreme
Magisterium proposes a doctrine "for belief as being divinely revealed," and as the teaching of Christ,



the definitions "must be adhered to with the obedience of faith.” This infallibility extends as far as the
deposit of divine Revelation itself.

892 Divine assistance is also given to the successors of the apostles, teaching in communion with the
successor of Peter, and, in a particular way, to the bishop of Rome, pastor of the whole Church, when,
without arriving at an infallible definition and without pronouncing in a "definitive manner," they
propose in the exercise of the ordinary Magisterium a teaching that leads to better understanding of
Revelation in matters of faith and morals. To this ordinary teaching the faithful "are to adhere to it with
religious assent” which, though distinct from the assent of faith, is nonetheless an extension of it.

The sanctifying office

893 The bishop is "the steward of the grace of the supreme priesthood," especially in the Eucharist
which he offers personally or whose offering he assures through the priests, his co-workers. the
Eucharist is the center of the life of the particular Church. the bishop and priests sanctify the Church by
their prayer and work, by their ministry of the word and of the sacraments. They sanctify her by their
example, "not as domineering over those in your charge but being examples to the flock."” Thus,
"together with the flock entrusted to them, they may attain to eternal life."

The governing office

894 "The bishops, as vicars and legates of Christ, govern the particular Churches assigned to them by
their counsels, exhortations, and example, but over and above that also by the authority and sacred
power" which indeed they ought to exercise so as to edify, in the spirit of service which is that of their
Master.

895 "The power which they exercise personally in the name of Christ, is proper, ordinary, and
immediate, although its exercise is ultimately controlled by the supreme authority of the Church." But
the bishops should not be thought of as vicars of the Pope. His ordinary and immediate authority over
the whole Church does not annul, but on the contrary confirms and defends that of the bishops. Their
authority must be exercised in communion with the whole Church under the guidance of the Pope.

896 The Good Shepherd ought to be the model and "form" of the bishop's pastoral office. Conscious of
his own weaknesses, "the bishop . . . can have compassion for those who are ignorant and erring. He
should not refuse to listen to his subjects whose welfare he promotes as of his very own children.... the
faithful ... should be closely attached to the bishop as the Church is to Jesus Christ, and as Jesus Christ is
to the Father":

Let all follow the bishop, as Jesus Christ follows his Father, and the college of presbyters as the

apostles; respect the deacons as you do God's law. Let no one do anything concerning the Church

in separation from the bishop.

II. THE LAY FAITHFUL

897 "The term 'laity’ is here understood to mean all the faithful except those in Holy Orders and those
who belong to a religious state approved by the Church. That is, the faithful, who by Baptism are
incorporated into Christ and integrated into the People of God, are made sharers in their particular way
in the priestly, prophetic, and kingly office of Christ, and have their own part to play in the mission of
the whole Christian people in the Church and in the World."

The vocation of lay people



898 "By reason of their special vocation it belongs to the laity to seek the kingdom of God by engaging
in temporal affairs and directing them according to God's will.... It pertains to them in a special way so
to illuminate and order all temporal things with which they are closely associated that these may always
be effected and grow according to Christ and maybe to the glory of the Creator and Redeemer."

899 The initiative of lay Christians is necessary especially when the matter involves discovering or
inventing the means for permeating social, political, and economic realities with the demands of
Christian doctrine and life. This initiative is a normal element of the life of the Church:

Lay believers are in the front line of Church life; for them the Church is the animating principle of
human society. Therefore, they in particular ought to have an ever-clearer consciousness not only of
belonging to the Church, but of being the Church, that is to say, the community of the faithful on earth
under the leadership of the Pope, the common Head, and of the bishops in communion with him. They
are the Church.

900 Since, like all the faithful, lay Christians are entrusted by God with the apostolate by virtue of their
Baptism and Confirmation, they have the right and duty, individually or grouped in associations, to work
so that the divine message of salvation may be known and accepted by all men throughout the earth.
This duty is the more pressing when it is only through them that men can hear the Gospel and know
Christ. Their activity in ecclesial communities is so necessary that, for the most part, the apostolate of
the pastors cannot be fully effective without it.

The patrticipation of lay people in Christ's priestly office

901 "Hence the laity, dedicated as they are to Christ and anointed by the Holy Spirit, are marvellously
called and prepared so that even richer fruits of the Spirit maybe produced in them. For all their works,
prayers, and apostolic undertakings, family and married life, daily work, relaxation of mind and body, if
they are accomplished in the Spirit - indeed even the hardships of life if patiently born - all these become
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. In the celebration of the Eucharist these may
most fittingly be offered to the Father along with the body of the Lord. and so, worshipping everywhere
by their holy actions, the laity consecrate the world itself to God, everywhere offering worship by the
holiness of their lives."

902 In a very special way, parents share in the office of sanctifying "by leading a conjugal life in the
Christian spirit and by seeing to the Christian education of their children.”

03 Lay people who possess the required qualities can be admitted permanently to the ministries of
lector and acolyte. When the necessity of the Church warrants it and when ministers are lacking, lay
persons, even if they are not lectors or acolytes, can also supply for certain of their offices, namely, to
exercise the ministry of the word, to preside over liturgical prayers, to confer Baptism, and to distribute
Holy Communion in accord with the prescriptions of law."

Participation in Christ's prophetic office

904 "Christ . . . fulfills this prophetic office, not only by the hierarchy . . . but also by the laity. He
accordingly both establishes them as witnesses and provides them with the sense of the faith [sensus
fidei] and the grace of the word"

To teach in order to lead others to faith is the task of every preacher and of each believer.



905 Lay people also fulfill their prophetic mission by evangelization, "that is, the proclamation of Christ
by word and the testimony of life." For lay people, "this evangelization . . . acquires a specific property
and peculiar efficacy because it is accomplished in the ordinary circumstances of the world."

This witness of life, however, is not the sole element in the apostolate; the true apostle is on the
lookout for occasions of announcing Christ by word, either to unbelievers . . . or to the faithful.

906 Lay people who are capable and trained may also collaborate in catechetical formation, in teaching
the sacred sciences, and in use of the communications media.

907 "In accord with the knowledge, competence, and preeminence which they possess, [lay people] have
the right and even at times a duty to manifest to the sacred pastors their opinion on matters which pertain
to the good of the Church, and they have a right to make their opinion known to the other Christian
faithful, with due regard to the integrity of faith and morals and reverence toward their pastors, and with
consideration for the common good and the dignity of persons.”

Participation in Christ's kingly office

908 By his obedience unto death, Christ communicated to his disciples the gift of royal freedom, so that
they might "by the self-abnegation of a holy life, overcome the reign of sin in themselves":

That man is rightly called a king who makes his own body an obedient subject and, by governing
himself with suitable rigor, refuses to let his passions breed rebellion in his soul, for he exercises

a kind of royal power over himself. and because he knows how to rule his own person as king, so

too does he sit as its judge. He will not let himself be imprisoned by sin, or thrown headlong into
wickedness.

909 "Moreover, by uniting their forces let the laity so remedy the institutions and conditions of the
world when the latter are an inducement to sin, that these may be conformed to the norms of justice,
favoring rather than hindering the practice of virtue. By so doing they will impregnate culture and
human works with a moral value."

910 "The laity can also feel called, or be in fact called, to cooperate with their pastors in the service of
the ecclesial community, for the sake of its growth and life. This can be done through the exercise of
different kinds of ministries according to the grace and charisms which the Lord has been pleased to
bestow on them."

11 In the Church, "lay members of the Christian faithful can cooperate in the exercise of this power [of
governance] in accord with the norm of law."

and so the Church provides for their presence at particular
councils, diocesan synods, pastoral councils; the exercise in solidum of the pastoral care of a parish,
collaboration in finance committees, and participation in ecclesiastical tribunals, etc.

912 The faithful should "distinguish carefully between the rights and the duties which they have as
belonging to the Church and those which fall to them as members of the human society. They will strive
to unite the two harmoniously, remembering that in every temporal affair they are to be guided by a
Christian conscience, since no human activity, even of the temporal order, can be withdrawn from God's
dominion."



913 "Thus, every person, through these gifts given to him, is at once the witness and the living
instrument of the mission of the Church itself 'according to the measure of Christ's bestowal.™



