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Art, Beauty and 
Inspiration  

in a Catholic perspective 

 

 

 
Dear Enquirer, 

 

Thank you for your interest in the Maryvale course in Art, 

Beauty and Inspiration. 
 

The Art, Beauty and Inspiration course is a one year, part-time, collaborative learning course 

that is modular in design, enabling you to explore the beauty and depth of visual art from a 

Catholic perspective.  It introduces the riches of the whole Christian tradition and its continued 

inspiration in both the East and the West up until the present day, rooted above all in the 

Incarnation and the Paschal Mystery.    

 

It is designed for both practising artists and for those interested in art, however the course does 

not presume, nor require, any specific abilities or skills in art. Nonetheless, the course aims to 

stimulate and inspire a new wave of Catholic artists to create a new ‘epiphany of beauty’ in 

religious art, according to the vision of Pope John Paul II (see his Letter to Artists). 

  

1. Collaborative or Distance Learning?  
Maryvale’s collaborative learning method differs from standard distance-learning programmes 

through a greater involvement and participation of the academic staff in the individual learning 

process of each student.  The Course Director follows the progress of the individual and is 

available through email, telephone and at Maryvale itself for assistance and direction in the 

work of every student.  The collaborative method ensures that help is available and no student 

is left isolated in the learning process.  Maryvale’s collaborative method is designed to fulfil the 

aspirations of her Mission Statement in which all study is  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“....carried out within an environment of Christian Faith, 

of academic and administrative quality, of open dialogue 

and the mutual valuing of the work, gifts and the personal 

and professional development of every member of the 

Institute” 
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Who is the Course for? 
The course is designed for both practising artists and for those interested in art, including its 

role in Christian life, liturgy and catechetics. The course does not presume, nor require, any 

specific abilities or skills in art. Nonetheless, the course aims to stimulate and inspire a new 

wave of Catholic artists to create a new ‘epiphany of beauty’ in religious art, according to the 

vision of Pope John Paul II (see his Letter to Artists). 

   

With this in mind, the course looks closely at the role of art in liturgy and in catechesis, as well 

as how artists have drawn inspiration for their work in the light of grace, the daily life of the 

Church and the action of the Holy Spirit.  The course explores the ways that visual art forms 

can reflect timeless truths and a holistic Catholic world view that can speak to the needs that 

today’s men and women have for beauty, goodness and truth.   

 
This programme is characterised by a holistic approach which encourages students to draw 

together the personal, religious, artistic and intellectual dimensions of their lives into a coherent 

focus. It aims to unite theology and art so as to contribute richly to each person’s development. 

 

Those completing the course successfully receive a Maryvale Certificate in Art, Beauty and 

Inspiration.  The modules taken are credit-rated at undergraduate level. 

 

 

********************************************************** 

 

2.  Course Structure 
 
The course commences in July of each year with an introductory residential weekend during 

which expert lecturers introduce the content of the written modules to be studied over the 

following year.  

 

Each module includes practical exercises and activities and is equivalent to 6 United States credits.  

At the end of each module students have a choice between building a portfolio of written work 

based upon paintings contained in an “art pack” or an “over-arching” essay based upon the 

module content - this is then submitted for assessment.  
 

 

Optional tutorials are available at the residential weekend and by prior arrangement through the 

year through the facility of Skype.  This gives students personal support, guidance and 

encouragement by experienced tutors.   

 

The time required for this course is 8-10 hours a week over one year.  

 

 

********************************************************** 
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Residential Course dates for 2012 in the US: 
 

Thurs July 12 – Sunday July 15 at Savior Pastoral Center, Kansas City, Kansas. 

 

 

 

 

3. Aims of the Course 
 

The course aims to assist in the development of the following: 

 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 

· core knowledge of the Catholic perspective on God as artist and creator, and on man and 

woman made in his image, Christ 

· the place of culture, art and beauty within a Catholic perspective 

· the historical patrimony of the best Christian religious painting in all its diversity, and to a 

more limited extent other art forms such as architecture, stained glass, sculpture and 

vestments 

· criteria for analysing artworks of all kinds and from different periods and places within 

Christian cultures 

· the iconography and symbolism of religious art 

· ways of understanding beauty and inspiration for spiritual, educational and liturgical 

purposes 

· the inter-engagement of art, culture, religion and the needs of men and women  

 

 

Skills 

 

· visual skills for observation, reflection and the interpretation of all artworks 

· cognitive skills for studying, examining and analysing texts concerned with art 

· evaluative skills for identifying criteria for judgment according to principles 

· key skills of communication, both oral and written, and the identification and use of 

information technology and other visual resources 

 

 

 

********************************************************** 

 

 

4. Student Support  
The course enables students to study at home using coursebooks specially written for the 

purpose, making the course accessible to those with family and parish commitments, as well as 

those in full-time or part-time employment, and to go at a pace that enables study to be 

integrated with daily life. 
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The collaborative-learning approach being followed on the course has been based on Open 

University practice, and uniquely adapted by Maryvale institute through the experience gained in 

distance-learning methodology over the past 15 years.  

 

Precisely because the learning takes place mainly at home, students need help to use  

the system effectively for their own learning through the coursebooks.  The support and 

encouragement of others, however, is also just as vital for its success.  Thus, coursebooks, tutor 

advice and feedback, personal tutorial support, residentials, libraries, and the development of 

collaborative work between students, are all seen as linking elements of the learning system.  The 

mix of students is regarded as an important strength of each course and, beginning with the 

introductory Weekend, the course aims to provide an opportunity for identifying common 

understandings and approaches.  

 

Maryvale is aware of the particular level of support needed by students studying from a distance 

and therefore provides the following: 

 

 a.  Module coursebooks 
A coursebook is provided for each module. The coursebooks are prepared by specialist 

staff, and these teaching texts provide the basis for all the study and portfolio work. The 

coursebook introduces the student to the main areas of the subject and stimulates 

thinking and reflection by posing questions and exercises.  The coursebook also 

indicates further reading and assists students to link that particular subject with the other 

areas of study.  With each coursebook there will be a set of exercises, to be sent in to 

the Course Director. 

 

 b. Residential weekend 
Maryvale has experienced the enormous support that this gives to students on all the 

Higher Education courses, through the enrichment of the coursebook material with 

supporting lectures, workshops, tutorials and the resources of the Maryvale library and IT 

services.  The residential also enables students to know and support each other, to come 

together in a joint venture and challenge, to have a spiritual background to their work 

through structured times of prayer throughout the weekend, to benefit from discussion 

periods with people in similar situations to themselves.  Because of its importance in terms 

of student support and learning, attendance at the residential is considered an essential 

part of the programme. 

 

The purpose of the introductory residential session is to familiarise students with the 

Maryvale Institute and its staff, to clarify the nature, organisation and administration of the 

course, and to allow students to meet each other. The weekend is mainly concerned with 

ensuring that students understand how the learning system is intended to work, and what 

facilities are provided or are otherwise available. Students are also provided with a 

Handbook which clearly lays out all the necessary information. 

 

The residential session has the complementary purpose of aiming to help students 

develop a sense of the inter-relatedness of the modules and of the coherence of the whole 

course, as well as stimulating their own self-awareness and personal development.   
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 c. The Course Director 
The Course Director acts as a tutor and operates a telephone and email helpline for all the 

students of the course.  In this capacity, his or her role is to guide students through the 

course and to monitor both their progress with their studies and the effect of the course on 

them.  Tutorial and evaluation discussions are held at all residential sessions.  Students are 

encouraged to contact the Course Director with any questions or problems concerning the 

course. 

 

 d. Tutor 
Tutors are chosen because of their expertise in the area.  They guide and assess the 

student in their portfolio work. They monitor the progress of the portfolio work, provide 

full and helpful feedback, and report on it to the Course Director.  

 

 e. Technical and Library support 
Although Kansas students are not able to access the library at  Maryvale, the librarian still 

provides an important source of support.  The purpose-built library was opened in 1990 

and now holds a total of some 15,000 books. The main subjects covered by the library are: 

Philosophy of religion, Biblical studies, Catholic and other Christian theology, Moral 

theology, Spirituality, Sacraments and liturgy, the Catholic Church, Comparative religion, 

Art, Religious Education and Catechetics. 

 

The librarian is very much involved in course development and books, journals, CD-

ROMS and so on are continually being purchased in order to support teaching and 

learning. A telematics room, located in the library, houses audio and video conferencing, 

as well as audio-visual materials and equipment.  The librarian is available for advice on 

books and photocopies may be ordered. 

 

********************************************************** 

 

 

5. Assessment 
The assessment on the course is through either a written essay or a portfolio of exercises based 

upon works of art which enable the student to demonstrate understanding and a range of 

theological and art-related skills.  These exercises are compiled with reference to the course 

modules allowing students to develop areas of particular personal interest. 

 

 

********************************************************** 

 

 

6. Essential books 
Essential books are those that are referred to in all the course books and access to them is 

required of every student: 

 

The Holy Bible (A Catholic Edition). If you do not have a bible and need to buy one we 

recommend either the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition, from Ignatius Press, which 
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is a good and accurate translation but lacks the notes of the New Jerusalem Bible Study 

Edition, Darton, Longman and Todd, 1995, ISBN: 0-232-520771.  This is the nearest version 

to that used at Mass in England and the Study Edition has excellent articles and notes. (NB 

only the Study Edition has all the articles, notes and cross-references, the Standard version 

does not).   

  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church. Various publishers. 

 

A World History of Art, by Hugh Honour and John Fleming (preferably the seventh edition of  

2005), Laurence King Publishing.  ISBN (hardback): 1 85669 448 8 or ISBN (paperback): 1 

85669 451 8.  Students in the US may have difficulty in purchasing the book but it may be 

ordered through the Institute’s bookshop.  Please contact the bookshop manager on 

bookshop@maryvale.ac.uk as soon as possible. 

 

All required reading will come from these and additional texts provided in course readers. 

 

Optional, further reading will also be recommended for each module. 

 

 

********************************************************** 

 

 

7. Course Management 
The Course Director is answerable to the Director of the Institute for ensuring the day to day 

management and administration of the course.  He or she manages and provides a reference point 

for all those involved with the course, and seeks to ensure coherence and progression for students.  

The major committees overseeing the management and running of the Institute are the General 

Council (governing body) and the Academic Board (providing policy on courses) which reports to 

the Council. A number of other committees, supporting the course, report to the Academic 

Board with regard to specific areas of management, as follows: 

 

 

· the Course Committee in which staff and students work together to advise on course resources 

and development, on the monitoring and evaluation of course delivery and to assist with the 

compilation of the annual report to the Academic Board. 

 

· the Academic Standards Committee which checks regularly that the regulations, procedures 

and general management of the course maintain the necessary standards. 

 

· the Assessment Board is responsible for the conduct of course assessment and for reviewing 

the general progress of the course in regard to the assessment process. 

 

· The Academic Board which has ultimate decision making powers concerning all Academic 

Affairs of the Institute. 

 

 

********************************************************** 

 

mailto:bookshop@maryvale.ac.uk
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8. Entry Requirements 
No specific previous qualifications are needed but evidence will be sought of ability for degree 

level work. Those applying are asked to submit a 400 word piece explaining why they would 

like to take this course. Experience in the visual arts is not essential. 

 

 

********************************************************** 

 

 

9. Level and credit-rating  
The course is written at UK undergraduate level.  Each module is validated by the 

Ecclesiastical Theology Faculty of Notre Dame, Paris (Domitille Chaudieu – College des 

Bernardins) and is equivalent to 6 US credits. 

 

 

 

10. Cost 
The cost is $995 for the residential (accommodation and meals), full tuition, all course 

materials and assessment.  You will be required to purchase a few additional books which are 

listed in the course description. Assuming that your application is successful you will be sent an 

‘acceptance letter’ and an invoice.  Flexible payment plans and grants may be available · For 

further details contact ecat2@archkck.org.   

 

********************************************************** 

 

 

11. Application 
Application for the Course, which begins in July each year, should be made on the enclosed 

Application Form which is returned with a $45 application fee (checks made payable to 

Archdiocese of Kansas City) to:  

 

The Maryvale Center Director, Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, 12601 Parallel Parkway, 

Kansas City, Kansas 66109 
 
12. Admissions Process 
 

When you have sent back your application form, together with a registration fee to cover the 

administrative costs associated with the admissions process, and a statement of why you would 

like to take this course, this will be considered by the person at Maryvale Institute responsible 

for admissions to this course.  

 

Your application will be considered, together with the reference which you will have arranged 

to be sent to Maryvale Institute. (The reference is treated as confidential between the referee 

mailto:ecat2@archkck.org
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and the Institute).  We will then write to you telling you whether you have been admitted to the 

course.  

 

Assuming that your application is successful you will be sent an ‘acceptance letter’, including 

further information about Maryvale Institute and the course. You will be asked to sign a 

statement agreeing to abide by the regulations and support the ethos of the Maryvale Centre 

(see www.maryvale.ac.uk), and you will be sent an invoice from the Archdiocese of Kansas City 

in Kansas. 

 
Once we have received your fees for the year and your signed statement you are formally 

enrolled as a student of the Institute. 

 

If for any reason your application for a place on the course is not successful, the Institute 

reserves the right, because of the elements of confidentiality involved in the admissions process 

and the collection of references, not to give you the reasons for this decision. If at any stage you 

are dissatisfied with the admissions process we would advise you to follow the complaints 

procedure of the Institute: a copy of this can be found on the Institute’s website, or you can 

order a copy from the Institute’s library. We will endeavour to ensure that your questions are 

dealt with promptly and professionally. 

 

 

************************************* 

 

 
 

Maryvale Institute Center ~Archdiocese of Kansas City 
 

The Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas began their partnership with Maryvale Institute 

in 2007 offering the Maryvale Certificate in Catechesis and the Master of Arts Degree in 

Catechesis and Religious Education.  Savior Pastoral Center is 

the home of the Maryvale Institute Center in Kansas City.  All 

courses and residentials are hosted at Savior, an archdiocesan 

center of catechetical formation and spiritual reflection. 

December of 2010, the first cohort of Maryvale Certificate in 

Catechesis students graduate with Archbishop Joseph Naumann 

and Monsignor Paul Watson, Director of Maryvale Institute 

present.   

In 2011, courses in Evangelization and Ministry to the Sick and 

the second Maryvale Certificate in Catechesis began.  

In 2012, we look forward to new courses beginning including:  Certificate in Art, Beauty and 

Inspiration in a Catholic Perspective (undergraduate level course work), Certificate in 

Evangelization and Ministry for Marriage and Family, Certificate in Catechesis for RCIA, and 

our second cohort for the Master of Arts in Catechesis and Religious Education.   

 

 

 

Savior Pastoral Center 
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Maryvale House 
Birmingham, England 

 

 

                                        
                                      
                                  The West Wing and outdoor reading area of Maryvale House 

 

 

 

The Maryvale Institute is situated in the heart of England in the United Kingdom.  On the 25
th

 

March 2011 it was erected by the Holy See as an Ecclesiastical Institute, a Higher Institute of 

Religious Sciences (HIRS), the only one in the English speaking world.  ‘Ecclesiastical’ is a 

formal designation, indicating that the degrees are from, or under, the jurisdiction of the Holy 

See, in order to provide authentic Catholic formation specifically for lay people and for 

religious. 

 

 

The house itself was occupied by the recently beatified Cardinal John Henry Newman when he 

and the other ‘Oxford converts’ first converted to Catholicism between 1846 to 1848.  Visiting 

students can still see the room that he occupied, which includes the window that he gazed down 

from into the chapel while he was studying and writing.   
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  Blessed John Henry Newmanôs window 

 

 

In a letter to Henry Wilberforce in 1846, Newman wrote “I am writing next room to the 

chapel.  It is such an incomprehensible blessing to have Christôs bodily presence in oneôs 

house, within oneôs walls, as swallows up all other privileges and destroys or should destroy 

every pain”.  

 

It was Cardinal Newman who changed the name of the house from “Old Oscott” (a 

preparatory boy’s school) to “Maryvale” when he and his companions moved in - his pet 

name for the house was “Santa Maria in Valle”.   Visitors to the house can also see the 

original altar that Newman said Mass upon in the main chapel which has recently been 

restored to its original form. 
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  Newmanôs Altar in the main chapel 

 
Maryvale has been a place of study for the Catholic community since the seventeenth century, 

as home to the first Catholic seminary since Catholic emancipation and to several religious 

orders: The Oratorians under the Blessed John Henry Newman, the Oblates of Mary 

Immaculate and the Sisters of Mercy.   

 

More recently it became a Diocesan Catechetical Centre in 1980 for the Catholic Archdiocese 

of Birmingham.  Today the Maryvale Institute is an international, distance-learning college 

offering courses at all levels in Catholic Studies, from Basic Skills to PhDs.  

The main aim of the Institute is to educate and train men and women in Catholic Theology,  

Art, Philosophy, Scripture, Religious Education, Catechesis, Liturgy, Spirituality and other 

related disciplines in order to equip them intellectually, personally and spiritually for their 

personal and professional lives. 

 

 

Spirituality 

 
The Maryvale Institute has a rich spiritual heritage to offer the student at each of the 

residentials.  It is both a centre for study and a centre of prayer and there is both the main 

Chapel and the Shrine to the Sacred Heart which is the smallest and oldest chapel dedicated to 

the Sacred Heart in the country.    
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Daily Mass is celebrated in the main chapel each day at 7.30 am and the Divine Office is 

prayed by the Bridgettine Sisters who live in the Convent attached to Maryvale House.  

Students and other guests are warmly invited to join in prayer with the Sisters in the main 

chapel – there is also the opportunity at certain times to participate in Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament. 

 

As well as the Chapels, visitors can enjoy the Stations of the Cross and the Rosary 

walk in the grounds. 

 

 

********************************************************** 

 

 

 

Bridgettine Sisters 

 

The Bridgettine Sisters while accompanying the students in prayer also run the hospitality of 

the house.  The Sisters arrived at Maryvale in 1999 and the “Guest House” is part of the 

activity of the Bridgettines who welcome to the house anyone seeking not only study but also 

stillness and quiet.   

 

 

Their chief obligation is liturgical prayer, as well as daily Mass and Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament every day.  The Sisters look after the rooms of the house, prepare the meals and 

generally cater for the spiritual needs of the students.  They are also very involved in the wider 

community and since the visit of Pope Benedict XVI to England are becoming widely 

recognised. 
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             The Bridgettine Sisters at Cofton Park for the Beatification  

            of Cardinal John Henry Newman in 2010 

 

The Sister’s hospitality has been and is the answer to the needs of many pilgrims to Maryvale as 

well as their devoted time to the well-being and happiness of the students.  You may also from 

time to time find one or more of the Sisters beside the students studying on the many courses 

at Maryvale. 

 

 

 

Applying for the Course 

 

Having read through this information pack if you would like any further information please 

contact the Course Director at art@maryvale.ac.uk.  An application form is overleaf, please 

attach $45 application fee (cheques made payable to Archdiocese of Kansas City) to:  

 

The Maryvale Center Director, Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, 12601 Parallel Parkway, 

Kansas City, Kansas 66109 
 
 

 

 

 

********************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:art@maryvale.ac.uk
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 MARYVALE INSTITUTE CENTER 

A MINISTRY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF KANSAS CITY IN KANSAS  

 

 

 

 

 

ART, BEAUTY, AND INSPIRATION IN A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE 
APPLICATION FORM 

 

 

Title (Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev., Dr., Sr., etc.) ___________________________________________ 
 
First Name _____________________________  Last Name __________________________ 
 
Home Address ______________________________________________________________ 
 
City ________________________________  State __________________ZIP ____________ 
 
Home Phone  _________________________  Cell Phone ____________________________ 
 
E-mail Address ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth _____________________________  Gender ___________________________ 
 
Nationality __________________  Ethnicity (optional)  ______________________________ 
 
Diocese ____________________________________  Parish  _________________________ 
 
Parish Priest  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____  I understand that a reference from my Parish Priest is a part of the application 

process for this course.   
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General Information 

 
Present Occupation __________________________________________________________ 
 
Outline of Previous Occupations you wish to mention ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Any previous work experience relevant to this course ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parish work or involvement in Parish life  _________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Other interests or hobbies _____________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is your main reason for wishing to undertake this course? ______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Education Information 

 
(Please note that formal qualifications are not always essential or acceptance to this 
course.) 
 

State the name of the school/college/university at which you studied, the degree or 
program and the year of the award. 
 

School/College/University                                                  Program/Degree                      Year 
 
 _______________________________________  _________________________ __________ 
 
 _______________________________________  _________________________ __________ 
 
 _______________________________________  _________________________ __________ 
 
 _______________________________________  _________________________ __________ 
 
 _______________________________________  _________________________ __________ 
 

 
Professional Information 

 

Professional, technical, or vocational qualifications.  State the license, certification, 
training, or qualification and the year of such. 
 

Qualification                                                                                                                                         Year 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ __________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ __________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ __________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ __________ 
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Special needs information 
 

Do you have any disability, medical, or dietary considerations that we need to know about, 
or which might need special arrangements for examinations or residential weekend?  
(Please telephone Kimberly Rode at 913-721-1570 if you would prefer to discuss this in 
private.) 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did you learn about this course?  _________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you studied at Maryvale Institute prior to making this application?  If so, please state 
the name of the course studied and the date of completion. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

For your consideration 
 
Are you fully aware of the time and commitment needed for studies on this programme? 
 
Have you given thought to the financial implications of this programme? 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

 
Statement to be signed by all students admitted to the Institute: 

 
I, the undersigned, as a condition of my acceptance into the Art, Beauty and Inspiration in a 
Catholic Perspective programme of study, agree to abidÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȭÓ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ 
course requirements.  I give assurance that my conduct throughout the course of study will 
be consistent with that normally associated with a community of learning and scholarship 
and with the ethos of the Institute. 
 
 
 
Signed ___________________________________________      Date  __________________ 
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ɉ! ÃÏÐÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȭÓ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ Á ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÔÈÏÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Institute, can be found on the Maryvale website, www.maryvale.ac.uk, or requested from 
the Institute.) 
 
 
Please return this application with your $45 application fee to: 
 
      Kimberly Rode 
      The Maryvale Center Director 
      Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas 
      12601 Parallel Parkway 
      Kansas City KS 66109 
 
 

http://www.maryvale.ac.uk/

